November 2006 

To All Interested Parties:

Government Code Section 65580 declares: The availability of housing is of vital statewide importance, and the early attainment of decent housing and a suitable living environment for every Californian, including farm-workers, is a priority of the highest order.
According to figures from the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) Statewide Housing Plan, between 1997 and 2020 California will likely add more than 12.5 million new residents and should form approximately five million new households. In that same report HCD states that in order to meet projected demand, homebuilders and developers will have to build an average of 220,000 units per year. Although the rate of new housing construction has improved in recent years, it is still well short of building the average annual need. 
During the 2005-06 Legislative Session, the Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development heard a wide range of measures affecting housing and land use policy.  In June of 2005 the United States Supreme Court handed down a controversial opinion relative to eminent domain and redevelopment law in the case of Kelo v. New London, Conn.  That decision inspired eminent domain reform legislation nationally.  The California Legislature was no exception and the Legislature placed further restrictions on the use of redevelopment and eminent domain. 
In November 2006, California voters approved as part of the Governor's infrastructure bond package, Proposition 1C as passed by the Legislature.  Proposition 1C creates the Emergency Housing, Community Planning and Farmland Preservation Bond Act of 2006 which will authorize the issuance of a $2.85 billion general obligation (G.O.) bond for state housing programs.  Proposition 1C also establishes the Transit-Oriented Development Implementation Program.  

Affordable housing and debates over land use decisions continue to be significant challenges in California.  The following is a summary of legislation reviewed by the Assembly Committee on Housing and Community Development during the 2005-06 Legislative Session.  This document is intended as a source for preliminary information.  For additional detail about this summary or other activities of the committee, please contact the committee staff at (916) 319-2085.

Respectfully,

Gene Mullin, Chair

Assembly Committee on Housing and

    Community Development 
